COUNCIL   OF   WAR  AT  DE
CHAMPCENAIS'S
THE  GUKAU FILE,  AND A
STRANGE   LOVE-SCENE
N M. de Champcenais's study in the rue Mozart the three men sat and smoked. In view of the early hour Champcenais, although he had only just had breakfast, was having another cup of coffee. Sammecaud had followed his example. Only Desboulmiers had chosen port.
" Avoyer came to see me as soon as I was up, and came along here with me," said Sammecaud. " He was in a hurry to tell me about the result of his mission last night. I nearly brought him up. But, after all, he's the kind of fellow that you have to keep at his distance. From what I have just told you, you will see that, on the whole, his report is optimistic. He claims that the meeting with Gurau can be arranged any time we like. All the same, don't let us forget that Avoyer isn't much of a fellow. The satisfaction of having a part to play, and the prospect of getting something out of it, may be enough to go to his head."
" Yes, I think he's going too fast," said de Champcenais. " He has done his bit of terrorising, no doubt; but he's done it to a woman. There is nothing to show that Gurau's reaction will be anything like the same, or that he may not tbinV it beneath his dignity to look like yielding to such direct threats. In any case, we have shown our hand too much. We might have been more subtle and gone about
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